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GENIZAH SPECIMENS. 

The following document is contained in a long sheet of 
parchment (40 x 23 cm.) written in large square letters, 
excepting the signature of Samuel b. Judah, which is in a 
markedly cursive hand. Unfortunately, the MS. is badly 
injured, a large part of it, as indicated by the dots, having 
been torn off. How many lines are missing at the 
beginning it is impossible to say, whilst the whole of 
the right column extending over the first fifteen lines 
of the document has now, with the exception of a few 
letters, entirely disappeared. Probably the missing part 
formed an acrostic. As to the remaining contents, they 
were probably written somewhere in Spain in the eleventh 
century, and seem to represent a letter of introduction 
given to a person emigrating to Egypt. This fact is 
suggested by the word CTM a dignity more common in 
that country than in any other. The Scriptural verse 
quoted in line T4 also points to Dnvo (cf. Isa. xxvi. 14), to the 
Jewish communities in which the letter was addressed. The 
cause of the emigration seems to have been some general 
persecution, in which also the fortunes of the bearer of the 
letter were involved. Perhaps we have here a reference to 
the troubles which followed the assassination of Joseph ibn 
Nagdila in the year 1066. The style is in the well-known 
allusive manner, but is not so obscure as that of the Paitanim. 
The quotations in lines 14 rnd 19 are provided with dots in 
the MS. to show their Eiblical origin. On the other band, 
the dot over the first yod in V3'j> (1. 27) is to show that it has 
to be cancelled For the form rssna in the same line, see 
Zunz Syn Poesie, p. 402. The dots which we should expect 
in 1. 28 have probably faded away. The word after "j5jdpi 
in line 21 would suggest ^3MO, but no sign is left of the 
upper stroke of the lamed. Before the K> again a mark 
is to be seen which may be taken as a big yod or a small 
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resh. Of the three signatories to the letter, who seem 
to represent the Beth Din of a Spanish community, 
nothing is known to me so far. 

S. SCHECHTEK. 



Diiijra Din •••(?) 3 sy • i>ai 

ffnx bao tai -oiy bJ? 

'ormvb into o^nri 

'trabo ~\w orebsv d 

•d*hd i>a niwian i>an»i n 

oni» tamW> DniK-ini> 

•D*ny n*ao cwco ibrcoa 

•Dnn* D" 1 '•aaja onNom 

•D^ven pip loa wvn 

•CTID'' T>BD ma i>N 1318*1 

[qh]*m rwa baa ay nits papb • • • • inpa dj • • 
[Q'naiKjn iNii biii naiea ypir itfnri Diu • • • 3inaa • • • 
[D3]ip "oab o^awnn • ovm tfoan • ttajjan] troyya * trotwi n • • • *s 
[D , ain]Kn cmroni onnan }iy» D^p^ni m3D3 D^p^n ttDJan] 

• * wa «an ntnpb ttyaio ai> -qi DTm tfo ba by w (?) en 
OJmpn rvfrnp dh oa^ni> lenip nrwia • oaw px tii»3 byi 03 

icy nx * b>iq' 1 i$ *a pjya Daty bxi dw i>si Q33iDi> oba" 1 

133 SpinM T«H i>N1DB> N33"l WHt3 norO i>np *JMN UK Dab 

[ur6]e> • * • di ibon na *tne van rrm iyana (?) ^aio nr s|N • 

bjym mis ba eyaai jpmon bpbpnji bm 

nam mp »jbdi ntsntM ain usd ni>u »kvid • 

• • • nrvB'y anpnbi n^s ">noi> win s^n mvo n^W3 • 
• • • nd nxo px3 wan b» inoa n^« pnh -inei> »i*n '•a • - • a 5 

• ' ' "jro *a anan nrb "p^" N ^ ^im o^atoa sbs nnvma • • • 

• • • * on i?d oaioy Dipcn D'oi onati jcnai vtfy Kin • • 

* • [b]ttrw '•n-w *|dki onab w my\ ainat? «">p» Daa • • 
• • rmv -13 bxv2V y"j spv -a pny y"i prw -a bsi[oB'] 
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